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China: Lessons of Failure
by Samuel Hugh Moffett

My topic today is "China and the Lessons from Failure".

I had thought of calling it "The Challenge of Reopening Doors in

China", a subject which holds out the heady prospect of glorious

success after the fall the great enemy, communism. But now after

the Tien-An-Men incident, a little cautious realism may be in

order. The history of Christian missions in China warns against

quick swings from utter despair to wide-eyed expectation of open

doors welcoming floods of western missionaries to take up the

mission where it was so rudely interrupted by the revolution in

1949. I wonder sometimes, not at all irreverently, if the Lord

must not be a little tired of hearing his people talk about

"opening doors in China." I can almost hear him saying, "How

many times do I have to open the door? What did you do in China

when the doors were open?".

What did we do? Does anyone remember? Perhaps, before

we talk glibly about the doors opening into China again, we had

better begin on a more realistic note with a quick review of how

many times the doors to China been opened before, and time and

time again have closed to shut the Christians out. It's not a

pretty story. One way of looking at the history of missions in

China is to call it a history of missionary failure.

Four times the door to China have been opened to the

gospel, and four times it has been slammed shut. Four failures:

1. Nestorian I (635-906 AD) . Alopen and T'ang dynasty Xty.

2. Nestorian II (1200-1368). Nestorian, RC, and Mongol Xty.

3. The Jesuits (1552-1773). Ricci & the Rites Controversy.
4. The Coming of the Protestants (1807-1949).

a. The Taiping rebellion (1850-1864)
b. The Boxer rebellion (1900)
c. The communist revolution (1949-1976) . Death of Mao.

* P-7
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I. Npstorian I (635-906). 1

The first Christians to open the door to China were

Persians. We think of Iran today as shut tight to the spread of

the gospel, but 1300 years ago, astonishingly enough, it was

Persian missionaries who opened the door. They moved across Asia

along the Old Silk Road into the high mountain passes of Central

Asia, through cold so intense that trees snapped and exploded as

they passed. In 635 AD the pioneer Alopen reached the Chinese

capital at Chang' an, and the T'ang emperor, the mightiest monarch

in the world of that time, welcomed him and invited him to

translate his sacred books into Chinese in the imperial library.

It makes me pause to rethink my history. That was not many years

after the first missionary to Scotland, Columba, began to preach

the gospel for the first time to my barbarian ancestors. To the

west as far as Scotland, and now to the east, to China, the

gospel had almost reached the ends of the earth. In China, for

at least another 200 years the church prospered. There were

monasteries, the Nestorian tablet reports, in every Chinese

province. Then, somehow, the Nestorians disappeared. We don't

really know when the doors closed, probably between 900 and 1000

AD. All we know is that about 987 AD an Arab Muslim, met a

Syrian Christian monk in a Baghdad bazaar who had just come back

from China. "What has happened to your people out there?" he

asked, and the Nestorian said, "There are none left". No

Christians left. That was the first closing of the door. The

10th century AD.

Nestorian II ,
(1200-1368 AD)

.

2

1 Sources for this period include: P. Y. Saeki, The

Nestorian Documents and Relics in China. 2d ed., rev., °

Maruzen 1951; * r Mnil1p
r

Christians m China Before the Year

1550, (London: SPCK, 1930. See Samuel Hugh Moffett, A History o f

Christianity in Asia ,
vol . 1, ch. 15.

2 Sources for this period include: W. Barthold, Zur

Geschichte des Christentums in Mittel-Asien bis zur mongolischen

Kroberung . tr. by R. Stube (Tubingen and Leipzig: Mohr, 1901;

Journal of William of Rubruck ,
tr . and ed. by W. W. Rockhill,
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Two hundred years later the door to China opened a

second time. The door-opener was a most improbable agent of the

providence of God. When believers fail, God seems to be able to

use unbelievers to work His will. In this case he used Genghis

Khan who was no Christian missionary. In history he is known as

the Great Exterminator, but in church history he was a door-

opener for the gospel.

About the year 1200, when the Great Khan set out to

conquer the world, he needed a military alliance with the

scattered tribes of Central Asia, and to gain the support of one

of them he married his fourth son, Tolui, commander of the feared

central wing of the three -pronged Mongol army, to a princess of

the Kerait tribe. He probably didn't know, or didn't care, that

thanks to the witness of those earlier Persian Nestorian

Christians (those missionary "failures" in China, as they are

sometimes called) ,
the Keraits of Central Asia had converted to

the Christian faith. The Kerait princess, Sorkaktani, bore

Genghis Khan a royal grandson whose name is familiar as the first

Mongol Emperor of China, Kublai Khan. Kublai Khan was no

Christian himself- -he rather favored Buddhism-- but for the sake

of his Christian mother he opened once more the closed door of

China to the gospel and brought the Nestorian Christians back in.

And this time some daring Franciscan (disciples of Francis

Assissi, that half-mad but 100% saint) reached Peking bringing

with them for the first time a more western brand of

Christianity, Roman Catholic, to add to the Nestorian Asian

Christianity already there. As a matter of fact, the sons of

that Christian princess, Sorkaktani, came close to ruling all

Asia. Khublai ruled China; his brother Hulegu, became emperor

( Ilkhan) of Persia, and another brother Arikbuka became Great

Khan of Mongolia.

(London: Hakluyt Society, 1900); M. Rossabi, Khublai Khan,

(Berkeley: Univ. of California, 1988; and Moule, as cited above.

See Moffett, vol . 1, chs . 18, 20, 21.
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But like the first opening of the door, this second

attempt at Christian mission to China lasted only about 200 years

also. And like the first, it too disappeared when the dynasty

fell. The new Ming rulers of China, a Chinese dynasty, conquered

the Mongols and slaughtered Christian by the thousands. Again the

doors were closed. This was in the 14th century.

3 . The Jesuits ,
(1563-1773 AD)

.

3

The third opening of the door to China, 200 years

later, was the most promising yet. After an amazingly successful

mission to Japan, which just opened the doors of that island

kingdom to Christianity for the first time, the great Francis

Xavier, felt the call to forbidden China. He managed to reach a

small island off the coast, but could not enter the empire, and

sickened and died. I'd like to quote his dying words to you, as

looking across the channel toward the mainland, he murmured, 1 O

rock, rock, when wilt thou open to my Lord." But actually, it

was another missionary (Valignani who spoke those words, and

still another who opened the door.

But the thought was genuinely Xavier's, and not long

afterwards, Xavier's fellow Jesuits, led by missionary greats

like Matthew Ricci and Adam Schall, pushed open the doors and

launched one of the greatest missionary advances in all church

history. Even the emperors were impressed by the way the Jesuits

skillfully blended western science ,
which intrigued them greatly,

and Chinese tradition , of which they were inordinately proud, and

Christian faith , of which they were very suspicious. The doors

to the imperial court in Peking were thrown open. Emperors

conversed earnestly with missionaries. Missionaries were made

royal astronomers, and amazed the Chinese elite with the

miraculous accuracy with which they predicted solar eclipses.

For almost a century all went well until headquarters

3 Sources for this period include: George H. Dunne,

Generation of Giants: The First Jesuits in China ,
( London : Burns

Sc Oates, 1962, etc. See S. Moffett, vol . 2 (mss.), ch. 2.
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(in this case the Pope) grew alarmed at reports of what sounded

like Christian compromises with paganism, but which the Jesuits

defended as only necessary and fitting contextualizings of the

faith to Chinese culture. But in the arguments which ensued, in

Roman Catholicism the Pope always wins. He simply prohibited

that kind of indigenizing , of adapting the gospel to non-

Christian cultures. Then, when the missionaries dragged their

feet, and were too slow to obey, the Pope simply dissolved the

whole great Jesuit missionary order, in many ways the greatest

missionary society the Christian church has ever known.

The Chinese emperor, unbeliever though he was,

protested. He liked the missionaries. He resented the

interference of a foreign ruler, the pope, in Chinese affairs.

If the Jesuits can't stay in China, he decreed, then no one

stays- -not Dominicans or Franciscans or any other Christian

missionaries, others) . And he began to throw them all out. So

the door closed again. That was in 1773, just before our

American revolution.

4. The coming of the Protestants (1807-1949)

.

4

But thirty-three years later, another missionary opened

the door. This time a Protestant. It was the fourth opening of

the door to China, and the missionary was Robert Morrison, a

Scottish Presbyterian born in England. There were still

persecuted Catholics struggling to keep their faith alive in

China when he pushed open the door in 1807, but the anti-

Christian edicts were still in force. It was even illegal to

teach a foreigner Chinese. The penalty was death.

Morrison headed for China anyway. One of the

caricatures of 19th century Christian missions is the constant

criticism of its close connection to imperialist, colonial

western expansion. The charge is not without some reason. It

40 On Morrison: E.A. Morrison, Robert Morrison , 2 vols . . On

the Taiping Rebellion: Franz Michael, The Taiping Rebellion, 3

vols.; J. Y. Chen, Chinese Sources on the Taiping Rebe llion; and

T . T . Meadows , ...
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did happen. The two expansions, Christian mission and western

colonialism, came at the same time in history. But more often

than not, mission was critical of imperialism and colonialism

mistrusted the missionaries. This was true in the case of

Morrison. He tried in vain to get passage to the Far East on

British shipping and the British East India Company, knowing his

missionary connection, refused him passage. But not to be

denied, he went by way of America, on an American ship. Good for

America, and hurrah for American freedom! But secular America

dilutes its freedoms with considerable skepticism. "So, Mr.

Morrison, you think you can make an impression all by yourself on

the great Chinese Empire?", said the shipping agent. And

Morrison answered steadily, "No, but God will." And God did.

We all remember the names of the missionaries, Robert

Morrison, Hudson Taylor, and the martyrs of the bloody Boxer

Rebellion, but I want to call to your attention this afternoon,

not so much the missionaries, great though they were, but to a

man and a movement most of us have never heard of or at least

forgotten, a man who probably came nearer to throwing the door to

China permanently wide open to the Christian faith a hundred and

fifty years ago than did any of the missionary heroes. He was

Hung Hz-ch'uan. [If Chinese names are difficult for you,

remember him as Brother Hung]

.

I choose Hung Hz-ch'uan for special attention because I

consider him to be a forerunner of the single most important

development in Christian missions in the past two hundred years.

Archbishop Temple, a generation ago, called it the sign of a new

age in missions. What he was talking about was the rise of the

third-world church, the younger churches of Asia, Africa and

Latin America, our new partners in world Christian mission. But

Brother Hung, like Genghis Khan (whom I will not call Brother

Genghis) --like Genghis Khan six hundred years earlier, Brother

Hung was a most improbable agent of the gospel. He was a rebel

chief, and a failed revolutionary, and a very imperfect

Christian if he was a Christian at all. He was the leader of
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the famous Taiping Rebellion of 1850 to 1864.

Like Ricci and the Jesuits, two hundred years earlier,

Hung tried to indigenize the gospel to the Chinese way of life,

and he did it from the inside as a Chinese, not from the outside

like the 16th century Catholics. But he failed. He failed in

the first place because he did not understand the gospel. And he

failed in the second place because he turned it into a violent,

political, anti -government revolution. If there is one thing

history teaches us it is that revolutions have a higher risk rate

than a lottery. Most of them fail, as we have just learned from

the Russians.

Marx failed as an anti-Christian, and a badly mistaken

economist; Hung failed as a semi-Christian with no economic

policy whatsoever. But for a while between in the middle of the

19th century, the whole world thought he might well become the

Emperor of China, and millions of Chinese in the vast territories

he controlled, began to call themselves Chinese Christians.

Never before or since in all of the 1300 years of history of

Christianity in China- -at least not until very, very recently-

-

could the Christian church in China claim more than 2 or 3

million Chinese adherents. But in the 1850s, in those fourteen

years of the Taiping Rebellion, the number climbed spectacularly

to what some think might have been close to 30 million.

Hung sincerely believed that his revolution was a

justifiable protest against a massively corrupt and unjust

regime. And he considered himself a Christian. In fact in the

first year he came to power in central China, 1853, he ordered a

government printing of the recent early translations of the Bible

into Chinese.

But he was a most eccentric, uninformed and clearly

heretical Christian. His conversion had begun thirteen years

earlier with strange visions. A man with a golden beard appeared

and told him to destroy the false religions. Could that be the

ye-ho-hua (Jehovah) about whom he had heard from the

missionaries? A younger man appeared, whom Hung called his older
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brother. That must be the Son, Jesus Christ. He asked a Baptist

missionary for more instruction in the faith and studied the

Bible with him for 2 months, but when the Baptist said he was not

ready for baptism, he left and went his own way to begin his

mission against Confucius, the Buddhists and the demons,

including the unbelieving, Manchu emperor in Peking. He called

himself the Sun; and his wife the Moon. He formed an army. His

soldiers had to memorize the Ten Commandments. A Taiping officer

who failed to show up for worship on the Sabbath (Saturday, like

7th Day Adventists) was given a thousand lashes. According to

some reports, if the officer failed to come to Sabbath service

the next Saturday he was beheaded.

Hung's army captured the southern capital, Nanking, in

1853. In 1860 his armies marched triumphantly north toward

Peking. He called on the Christian missions to join him. But

considering his strange teachings, the mission Boards were The

Baptist Board told Issachar Roberts, the missionary who had

taught Hung the Bible years before, "Don't get involved in a

civil war". Hung asked for a Catholic instructor, and the priest

refused. It would only endanger the Catholics in China, he said.

The Taiping rebellion was finally defeated in 1964 by a Christian

British general, "Chinese Gordon", sent by a Christian nation to

help the non-Christian Ch'ing dynasty prolong its life for

another 60 years.

Standard brand, more orthodox Christianity, however,

survived in China for another 100 years, even when another

revolution ended the old dynasty. In fact, it not only survived,

but prospered. In the 1920s and 1930s there were 8,000

Protestant missionaries in China. The president of the Chinese

Republic, Chiang Kai-Shek became a Methodist. One out of every

four Chinese in China's equivalent of a Who's Who In Chi na_ in

that period was reported to be a Christian.

Then the door slammed shut. And I was caught in that

slamming of the door. I was taken by the communists in 1948,

just outside of Peking. We missionaries had been asked to leave
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by the State Department , but our Presbyterian mission discussed

the situation. We felt that it would be wrong if all the

missionaries picked up and ran when the communists came in sight,

while their Chinese colleagues had no alternative. They couldn't

get out. So we stayed. I'm not sure I would do it again, but I

think it was the right thing to do. I stayed two years. I was

finally charged with embezzlement, given something like a public

"people's trial", found guilty, and deported.

The communists boasted that once they got rid of the

missionaries the Chinese church would shrivel up and die . I

almost believed it. I had failed, I thought. We Christians had

failed again. The Nestorians twice, the Roman Catholics, and now

we Protestants.

But did we really fail? Many times in my four short

years in China from 1947 to 1951 I thought so. When the

communist armies under the Red Napoleon, Chu Teh, swept down on

Peking in 1948, those of us who were still there had to decide

whether to evacuate or stay. The Presbyterian group decided that

each family should feel perfectly free to leave or stay, and that

families with children should be urged to leave, but for the rest

of us, since it did not seem quite right for all the missionaries

to flee at the first sight of communists while their Chinese

colleagues had no way to escape, it might be well for a few to

stay with them. So we stayed.

I had been asked to teach at a university 9 miles

outside the Peking city walls . We raced to get there ahead of

the communists. We found the campus preparing for the worst.

They were laying up stocks of food supplies, hiding valuables.

One good missionary friend collected all the gold rings in his

family, and some other valuable, went out that night, which was a

very dark night, dug a hole and covered it over very, very

carefully- -then some time later, a rather long time, spent weeks

trying to find the hole again.

The next night the communists came in, but not at all

in the rough, rude bloodthirsty way we had imagined. It was one
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of the shocks of my life the next morning to go out of the house

and see the 8th Liberation Army soldiers in their dirty, padded,

mustard-yellow uniforms, stacking their rifles to one side and

inviting our students to join them in games- -playing ring-around-

a-rosy and blind man's buff. There was no fighting, no looting,

no mistreatment of women. It was one of the best disciplined

armies that China had ever seen, more professional, more strict,

even than the Christo-pagan Taiping rebel battalions of Brother

Hung Hz-ch'uan, a hundred years earlier. They put up a notice on

our missionary house doors, "Protect the property of the

foreigners". People in the village said, "We have never seen

soldiers like this before. They even sweep up the streets of the

village for us at night." That was in December, 1948.

Mpw before you begin to think that my brain was washed

a little too much in the next two years I spent under the

revolution before I was deported in 1951, let me warn you that

this behavior of the communists as we saw it there in the glory

days of the revolution was far more dangerous than the bloody

advance of communism across China as many Americans have imagined

it. It was more dangerous because it was a missionary approach.

The communist came into North China as liberators; they called

themselves liberators, because they considered themselves

missionaries and communists take missions seriously.

As this tide swept over us, we Christian missionaries

began to feel lonely and defeated. It had sent us out as

soldiers, as it were, to hold a key pass against the enemy, to

win China for Christ. But it sent out only a handful against the

hundreds, and thousands, and hundreds of thousands of communist

missionaries in the armies and propaganda corps of the Chinese

communists. I do not mean to minimize the Christian effort. At

one time there were 8,000 Protestant missionaries in China. And

almost a million Protestant Christians. But as I said, it was

the communists who took missions seriously. At one time they

told us they had in China 8 million paid workers for their cause.

I include in that number the army, for it really was a missionary
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army. Why did the communists take China? They won China because

they take missions seriously, whereas to a good many American

Christians today, missions is almost a bad word. We failed.

Not long ago, speaking to students at Princeton I said

as much one day. We had failed in China. Afterwards one of the

students came up to me. He was Chinese. He was visiting a

cousin at the university, and had heard that there was a seminary

next door. He was a Christian, and had been badly treated by the

Red Guards. When he heard about the seminary, he rushed over and

asked to enter. But the communists had not allowed him to finish

college in China, and America has its educational standards. But

there are ways. A wise and sympathetic administrations told him,

finish your degree at the community college in Trenton, and while

you are doing that audit as much as you can in our classes, and

when you graduate we might manage to give you retroactive credit

.

It worked, and he did it. But when he heard me talk about

failure in China he was indignant

.

"We did not fail in China," he said, and you

missionaries did not fail." And he was absolutely right. Even

when I said, "Oh, we missionaries failed in so many ways; it was

you Chinese Christians who did not fail," he would not buy it.

You did not fail, and we did not fail," he said, "and God did not

fail. We didn't fail because God did not let us fail".

The lesson from failure in China is that in the mystery

of God's providence, what seems to be failure is not always

failure. And when there is success, the deeper lesson is the

success is always God's.

When I left China as what I thought to be a failure, we

figured that at most there were a million Protestants and two to

three million Catholics. And communists told us that when we

were gone the church would wither away. Today it is not the

church but the communists who are withering. And the three to

four million Christians in China have given the world one of the

greatest miracles of church growth in all history. Underground,

persecuted, harassed, and executed, those Chinese Christian
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survived, and once the windows were open, and the sun shone in,

we discover that there are now at least ten times as many

Christians in China as when I left in 1951. Nobody knows how

many for sure, but the lowest estimates run around 30 million;

semi-official figures suggest 60 million; and the real number may

be even higher. Ten times, perhaps twenty times as many

Christians today as before the revolution!

The lesson? Well, you don't have to take it from me.

Take it first from the Bible. "I planted," said the Apostle Paul

to the Corinthians, "Apollos watered; but God gave the increase".

(I Cor. 3:6)

-- Samuel Hugh Moffett
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ASIA STATISTICS
(from World Christian Encyclopedia, 2000)

ASIA Population
1900
956, 196, 000 (100%)

2000
3,696, 958, 087 (100%)

Asia Christians 21, 897, 500 (2.3%) 312, 849,400 (8 . 5%) 1

[ Roman Cath. 11, 162, 800 (1.2%) 110,480, 000 (3 . 0%)

Protestant

2

4, 531,500 (0.5%) 209,428,700 (21.8%)

Orthodox 6, 864,200 (0.7%) 14,113,500 (0.4%)

Non-Christian Asia
Muslim 156,139,600 (16.3%) 832, 878, 900 (22.5%)

Hindu 202,546,700 (21.2%) 805, 119, 900 (21.8%)
Non-rel

.

47,000 ( 0%) 608, 594,400 (16 . 5%)

China flk 379, 914, 700 (39.7%) 383,407,700 (10.4%)
Buddhist 126, 618,500 (13.2%) 354,354,700 ( 9.6%)

[Christian 21,897,500 ( 2.3% 312,849,400 (8.5%)

]

Anim/ Shaman 50,564,000 ( 5.3%) 128,295,500 ( 3 . 5%

)

3

WORLD POPULATION

********'*****'*•**********'*, ****

1900 2000
1,619,626,000 (100) 6,055,049,000

WORLD RELIGIONS
Christians 558,132,000 (34.5%) 2,100,563,800 (33.0%
Muslims 199,940, 900 (12 . 3%) 1,188,242, 800 (19.6%
Hindus 203, 003,440 (12.5%) 811,336,300 (13 .4%

Non-Relig

.

3 , 023 , 600 ( 0.2%) 768, 159,000 (12.7%
China Folk Relig . 380,006,000 (23.5%) 384, 806, 700 ( 6.4%
Buddhist 127, 176, 800 ( 7.8%) 359, 981, 800 ( 5.9%
New Religionist 5, 910, 000 ( 0.0%) 102,356,000 (:

i.o%)
Animist /Shaman 117,558,400 ( 7.3%) 228,366, 500 (3.4%
Sikhs 2, 962, 000 ( 0.0%) 23,258,000 ( 0.0%
Jews 12,292, 000 ( 0.8%) 14 ,434 , 000 ( 0.2%

Non-Christians 1,061,494,000 (65.5%) 4,055,485,000 (67.0%)

1 This figure includes Marginals, and double-memberships.

2 Protestant figures include Independents and Anglicans.

3 World Christian Encyclopedia, v.l, p. 13.
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Continents by percentage of Christians:

1900 2000 Chanae +/

Latin America 92.5% Latin America 92.7% + 0.2%

North America 96 . 6% North America 84 . 5% - 11 . 1%

Oceania 77.5% Oceania 82 . 6% + 5.1%

Europe 94.5% Europe 76 . 5% - 18 . 0%

Africa 9.2% Africa 45 . 6% + 36.4%

Asia 2 . 3% Asia 8 . 5% + 6 . 2%o\°
o\°

o\°

o\°

o\°

o\°
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L. China House Church Movement
2

.

Assemblies of God, Brazil
B. Anglican Church, Nigeria (CMS)

4. 3 Self Church, China
5. Church of Christ, Zaire (Federation)

6. Kimbanguist Church, Zaire
7. Anglican Church, Uganda (CMS)

8. Zion Christian Church, S. Africa
9. Kale Hewet (Wd of Life), Ethiopia
0. Universal Reign of Life Church, Brazil

1. Congregation of Christ, Brazil
2 . Church of South India
3. Reformed Church Fed. Council, S. Africa
4. God Is Love Church, Brazil
5. Reformed Church, Indonesia
6. Evangelical Church of W. Africa, Nigeria
7. Batak Church, Lutheran, Indonesia
8. Methodist Church, S. Africa
9. Church of Jesus Christ, Madagascar

0.

Baptist Convention, Nigeria
1 Pentecostal Church of Christ, Indonesia
2. Anglican Church, S. Africa
3. Philippine Independent Church (Aglipay)

4. Anglican Church, Tanzania
5. Lutheran Church, Tanzania
6. Presbyterian Church Korea (Hapdong)

7. Presbyterian Church Korea (Tonghap, WCC)

8. Jesus Assemby of God, Korea
9. Independent Catholic Church, Philippines
0. Pentecostals of Brazil in Christ

1. Burma (Myanmar ) Baptist Convention
2. Manalista Church of Christ, Philippines
3 . Baptist Churches of NE India
4. Methodist Church, Nigeria
5. Evangelical Lutheran Churches, India
6. Brazil Baptist Convention
7. Methodist Church, Korea
8 . United Church of North India

[Cf . German Evangelical, 2 9m; Ch. of Eng., 24.5m; S.Bapt.USA,

21.5m; Methodist USA 11m]
- Source: D. Barrett, World Christian Encyclopedia, 2000 vol .

1

RD WORLD, 2000 A . D

.

adherents %pop4

35, 000, 000 5 (I) 7.1%
22,000,000 (P) 91.4%
17,500,000 (A) 45.9%
15,000,000 (U) 7.1%
9,200,000

(

U) 95.4%
7,500,000 (I) 95.4%
7,400,000 (A) 88.7%
7,000,000 (P) 83.1%
4,600,000 (I) 57.7%
4,000,000 (P) 91.4%
3, 000,000 (P) 91.4%
3,000,000 (A) 6.2%
2,800,000 (R) 83.1%
2,700,000 (A) 91.4%
2,700,000 (R) :13.1%
2,500,000 (I) 45.9%
2,500,000 (L) 13.1%
2,500,000 (M) 83.1%
2,500,000 (U) 49.5%
2,500,000 (B) 45 . 9%
2,500,000 (p> 13.1%
2,400,000 (A) 83.1%
2,400,000 (I) 89.7%
2,300,000 (A) 50.4%
2,200,000 (L) 50.4%
2,100,000 (R) 40%
2,050,000 (R) 40%
2,000,000 (P) 40%
2,000,000 (I) 89.7%
2,000,000 (P) 91.4%

1,750,000 (B) 8.3%
1,750,000 (X) 89.7%
1, 600,000 (B) 6.2%
1,500,000 (M) 45 . 9%
1,500,000 (L) 6.2%
1,400,000 (B) 91.4%
1,300,000 (M) 40%
1,300,000 (U) 6.2%

4 country's percentage of Christians in population.

Number adjusted to lower scale of suggested estimates5


